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The past few weeks have been a great time for Dick and me to visit many club and district events.  
The Thirsting to Serve Conference in Grand Rapids was a great opportunity to hear how we all 
contribute to Make Dreams Real for disadvantaged people by bringing them clean drinking water.   
Our district was a co-sponsor of this event.  Wonderful speakers shared their stories about the impact 
of unclean and difficult to find water sources has on the time and quality of life of women and 
children in emerging nations. 

Club events showcase the great talent and entertainment we have in our district.  Coldwater 
produced “Sentimental Journey-Country Livin’ N Lovin.’  The musical talent was wonderful, and the 
skits were humorous.  Club members even took a shot at the new stimulus package! 

The 56th Annual Vicksburg Showboat was a hit as well.  While the Can-Can with audience 
participation was fun, the closing song, Battle Hymn of the Republic, was inspirational. 

The First Annual Plainwell Rotary Revue was another success.  This fundraiser included a variety of 
performances from members of the community.  A children’s theatre group, gymnast, Sweet 
Adeline’s, and trained shelter dog gave it their all.  Of course, the finale with Rotary members singing 
“Goodnight” from the Sound of Music was the best! 

Dowagiac hosted a “Family and Friends of Rotary” special event.  Marcellus native John Mooy 
spoke about his role in the prosecution of the Oklahoma City bomber, Terry Nichols. 

Looking ahead, April is Magazine Month.  Here’s an opportunity to have some fun, while raising 
money.  At club meetings, the sergeant-at-arms or other member can quiz members about items in 
The Rotarian.  For example, what does the acronym CALS stand for?  The answer is, Computer 
Assisted Literacy Solution.  It’s a literacy initiative used by Rotary clubs worldwide to instruct first-
time readers.  There are many interesting facts in our magazine every month. [continued on last page] 

        Renée Merchant 

 DG Renée Merchant 

 
 
Meet RI Rep to the District 
Conference  PRID & PDG Bob 
Menconi and Monica 
 
Bob and Monica are from D6990 in Florida.  
He has belonged to three different Rotary 
Clubs in Florida since 1979.  He was DG in 1992-
3.  Bob represented his district at the1995 and
2001 Council on Legislations.  He has chaired 
many committees and Presidential 
Conferences, and convened the Zone Institutes 
of Zones 33 & 34.  Monica and Bob have been married 38 years and have two 
children.  (All are Paul Harris Fellows.)  Bob and Monica are Benefact
the Rotary Foundation.  He is also a recipient of the Rotary Foundation 
Award for Meritorious Service.  Bob has been in the picture framing business 
for 18 years and Monica is associated with a trade  show company in Ft. 
Lauderdale.  They enjoy traveling, collecting art and the Florida lif
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estyle.  
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Time to register for the District Conference, May 15-27, 2009 
        Frankenmuth, MI 
Go to www.district6360.com and click on the blue DaCdb 
button at the right.  Log on and register. 
 
Questions?  Contact the District Office. 

 
 
 

 
SERVICE AT THE  DISTRICT CONFERENCE 
 
Reading to children at an early age is important to their success.  
We all know the importance of literacy around the world and 
exposure to books at an early age is important.  At the District 
Conference this year, Rotarians, spouses, and children will have the 
opportunity to participate in an infant literacy service project.  You 
will be assembling infant literacy kits, which will be donated to new 
parents at local hospitals and doctor’s offices to promote the 
importance of reading to young children.  To make this project a 
success, District Governors Renée Merchant and Bob Gandolfi and 
their spouses Dick and Diane request that you bring one or 
more books to include as part of the kit.  Please bring one or 
more picture books appropriate for infants and toddlers. 

 
 

RYLA 
 
The RYLA Advanced seminar took place concurrently with PETS recently.  
The students participated in a collaboration / competition teambuilding game.  
"Go As Far As You Can" is designed to demonstrate the advantage of 
working together in a situation, which most participants would believe the only
way to "win" is to compete against each other.   Clearly visible in the room
the reward for the winning team--a stack of 100 one dollar bills.  Every year 
we run this activity, the combined score of the four groups is a minus 

number.  This year, the students figured 
out early in the game, if the fou
(competitors) worked together, they 
would all win.   Jim Grose, RYLA staff 
member, reported the students ended the game with a score of PLUS 84!  This 
has never happened at RYLA or in the 20+ years I've been presenting this 
game to business and industry.  Jim reported when he paid out the $84 of 
winnings, each group gave the money back to Jim to give towards our Biosand 
Filter program.  We have an exceptional group of RYLA  Advanced students 
this year!  Congratulations to our RYLA Committee and the clubs who support 
their local students by sending them to RYLA. 
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http://www.district6360.com/
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s of sub-Saharan Africa. 

 
 
 

 

WASRAG WORLD WATER SUMMIT 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Friends, 

 Momentum is building rapidly for the World Water Summit - being held at 
Birmingham's National Motorcycle Museum on Friday June 19th - and we are 
looking forward to seeing a large number of our WASRAG members and friends.  
The 2008 Summit got rave reviews - and many of you promised to return
 The program will open with an address by Richard Carter, Professor of 
International Water Development at Cranfield University. Professor Carter has 
worked for more than 30 years on the natural science, social science and 
engineering of water development and management, focusing especially on the 
poorest countrie

 At lunch we will be privileged to hear Ms. Maude Barlow, recently appointed Senior Advisor to the 
President of the UN General Assembly.   Ms. Barlow is an internationally acclaimed author and ardent 
spokesperson for the right to clean water and sanitation, and we are delighted that she has agreed 
to join us. 
 These outstanding speakers will be complemented by panel discussions and break-out sessions 
focused on ensuring the sustainability of water/sanitation projects. You will hear about "lessons 
learned" from projects in Africa, Asia and Latin America.  You will have the opportunity to discuss the 
challenges and opportunities you are facing in your own WASH projects.  And, Bob Wubbena, Chair 
of the Task Force that produced  WASRAG's Strategic Plan, will brief everyone on this document and 
be available to answer questions.  
 Please enroll now!  Click on this link: REGISTER NOW! 

to register on-line using your credit card. Fees for the day, including lunch, are $100 US.  In the next 
couple of weeks we will be able to offer registration in other currencies (70 GBP, 80 Euros). 
  
 Yours in Rotary, Ron Denham, Chair, Water & Sanitation Rotarian Action Group 

QUESTIONS?   Please contact us at:  416-596-3624 or info@wasrag.org 

 
 

                
 
We are pleased to announce the official launch of the International H2O 
Collaboration. The International H2O  Collaboration is a new worldwide alliance of 
Rotary International/The Rotary Foundation and the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID). The alliance is dedicated to implementing 
long-term, sustainable water, sanitation, and hygiene projects in the developing 
world. 
 

The International H2O Collaboration is initially exploring alliance projects in three countries: the Dominican 
Republic, Ghana, and the Philippines. These countries were selected based on their need as well as the ability 
and experience of local Rotary clubs and USAID missions to address the need. As it progresses, the alliance 
will strategically consider expanding to other countries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102481161145&e=001N0B2AfhSdOEjm-As7BBy4ayYVWlfEI2t3ek37toYmvRjVEtJRgvHMK5x10pcF7TnGENlVnlt2-tFLzgVgjAfnTrekAvUjQT_dCY1HbA5ALZN1IrdvoDPTQ2_3aNKDGgSF47VL1qthsY=
mailto:info@wasrag.org
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PRESIDENTIAL CITATIONS DUE TO THE DISTRICT OFFICE NOW!  
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The Three Rivers Rotary Club recently honored 

one of its four founding members on the occasion of his 97th birthday. John 
Shuman was born Feb. 26, 1912, helped start the local club in 1945 and 
still comes to meetings on a regular basis. He attends the Three Rivers 
Rotary's annual Children's Christmas Party - where members feed and provide 
gifts to dozens of elementary youngsters who could use some extra 
encouragement - every year, usually wearing a festive hat. 

 

 
 
 

USS SWIFT 
TAKES 

BIOSAND 
FILTERS TO 

THE 
DOMINICAN 

REPUBLIC 
 
 

 
The RI/USAID Global Development Alliance (GDA) is an alliance between Rotary 
International and the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) that was created 
to implement water, sanitation and hygiene projects in the developing world. 
Dominican Republic, Ghana and Philippines were chosen because of the willingness of Rotary Clubs and 
USAID missions in the country to take on such projects, and club and district grant experience. 
The alliance was formally launched at the World Water Forum 2009 in Istanbul, Turkey March 15-22, 2009 in 
conjunction with Word Water Day on March 22nd.  Terry Allen, Liz Allen and Charles Jespersen were part of a 
Distribution Strategy meeting in the Dominican Republic recently and among the group was the Director of USAID 
in the Dominican Republic. 
 

The Annual District 6360 Paul Harris Luncheon will be held  Saturday May 16  at 
noon  during  the  District  Conference  in  Frankenmuth.   All  new  Paul  Harris  Fellows  and  Paul  Harris  Society 
members will be honored.  The the carved Roast Pork Loin lunch is open to all Rotarians.  It is a separate cost to 
the District Conference itself.  Register for the Paul Harris Luncheon during registration for the Conference. 
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PETS 
A successful presidents-elect seminar was 
held March  19-21 at the Radisson in 
Kalamazoo.  Next year’s dates are March 
18-20, 2010 – PNs get this on your calendar! 
 
 

 
 
 
OSHTEMO ROTARY CLUB CHANGES DAY, TIME AND PLACE OF 

MEETINGS AS OF APRIL 9TH TO: 
Thursdays, 4:01 – 5:15 p.m. at Center Ice, located at 5076 Sports 

Drive in Kalamazoo.  (Just north of I-94 at the 9th St. Exit.) 
 

WORLD AFFAIRS SEMINAR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dedicated to the advancement of international goodwill and 

 

peace through a better understanding of global issues 
 

June 20-26, 2009 
WORLD HUNGER:  ETHICAL DILEMMA OF OUR TIME 

For More Information: 
 

Contact us at 10600 W. Mitchell Street, West Allis, WI 53214 
Phone 414-453-4984 ● Facsimile 414-431-0588 ●tplanten@worldaffairsseminar.org 

www.worldaffairsseminar.org 

 
The World Affairs Seminar is a unique, high-energy educational program for high school students.  It 
provides a forum for future leaders to be introduced to perplexing global issues and problems.  Hundreds 
of the brightest students from around the world come together to study and discuss these issues in a safe 
and non-threatening environment. Participants learn about each others’ customs, traditions, opinions, and 
aspirations. The academic curriculum is designed around a central theme by the Institute of World Affairs 
at University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, which includes expert speakers, critical reflection and analysis of 
global issues, interactive learning simulations and discussions, development of conflict resolution and 
negotiation skills, student generated action plans, and strategies in defending ideas and approaches.  Along 
with the daily academic program, social and recreational activities including a talent show, sports 
tournaments, and international displays are offered throughout the week.   

 

 

mailto:%E2%97%8Ftplanten@worldaffairsseminar.org
http://www.worldaffairsseminar.org/
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This is the second time 
our water projects have 

made the Latin 
American Rotarian 

Magazine 
A nice article 

accompanied these 
photos (in Spanish). 

Jespersen and his team!
Kudos to Charles  

 
 

PEACE SCHOLAR APPLICANTS WANTED 
Rotary is seeking non-Rotarian professionals interested in expanding their knowledge of peace building, conflict 
resolution, and mediation. Each year, Rotary selects up to 110 Fellows to study for a master’s degree
term certificate at one of eight Rotary Centers loc

 or a short-
igious universities around the world. ated at prest

http://www.rotary.org/rotarycenters 

teract Students serve refreshments  President Rob Putnam accompanies the Gallaher Brothers 

 
 

ar screen.  It speaks well to what we're trying to teach our students. It's been 
very rewarding experience for me. " 

st from Suresh in India.   The Coldwater Club sponsored a Matching Grant for 
spice care with this district. 

ame in 
ce again, thank you and all Rotarians for all the help and support extended to the 

success of this venture." 

DISTRICT HAPPENINGS 
Coldwater Variety Show 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In
 
Note from Dan Cropsey, District Interact Chairman 
 "I've seen first hand the impact that can be made in our students lives, and I have written testimony from students 
to back it up. Matt Miller was our Valedictorian and is going into the ministry at Cornerstone.  He was at the District
Conference with us last year. We've had former Interactors, such as, Jordan Morris, come to our Rotary meetings
when they return from school on vacations. Maybe it's the free meal, but I doubt it. I'm truthfully stunned when it 
happens. I was a good kid growing up, but attending a Rotary meeting when I was 19 and home from college on 
vacation wouldn't have been on my rad
a 
  
Perhaps, it's time for your club to start an Interact Club in your local high school. 
This note was sent to Jim Trou
ho
  
"I have a very happy news - the cheque for the MG has finally come. We have already started placing orders for the 
various items, in association with the members of Pain and Palliative Institute, and we hope to complete the s
a month or so.  Let me, on
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Rotary Foundation’s “Future Vision Plan” DVD Available 

or RI 
he 

akeshore Rotary Club has put together a presentation on this topic that runs for 21 minutes and 20 
ub program!  The District Office has copies in its library to lend out to clubs. 

 
 

DOWAGIAC CLUB’S FAMILY & FRIENDS 

John Mooy was the speaker.  The club donated books to the District Conference 
literacy pro ct.  Pictured is

 
 

 

1: Do not get into trouble. 

2: Aim for greater heights. 
 

 

 
The clubs have been asked to vote on whether or not District 6360 should apply to be a pilot district f
Foundation’s Future Vision Plan.  (Surveys due to DG Renee by April 17th.)  Rotarian Terry Allen from t
L
seconds.  Perfect for a cl
 

 
 

OF ROTARY DINNER HELD 3/26 
 

je  President Barbara Groner with DG Renee Merchant. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the Internet: 

TEN TIPS FOR      
   2009 

 
 

#
 
 
 

#
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#3: Stay focused on your job 
 
 
 

4: Exercise to maintain good 
 health. 
 

 
 
 

#5: Practice Team work.  
 

 
 
 

#6: Rely on your trusted partner to watch 
 your back. 
 
 

 
 

#7: Save for rainy days.  
 
 
 
 

#8: Take Time to Rest and Relax.  
 
 
 

 

#9: Always smile when your  
  boss is around. 
 
 
 

10: Always Remember That Nothing  
 is Impossible!. 

 
 

 
 



Page 10 DG Renee’s message continued... 
Time to register for District Conference and participate in our very own literacy project.  Conference participants are requested 
to bring a hardcover infant book to the conference.  In a special breakout Saturday afternoon, we’ll package up the books with a 
Rotary “Read to Me” T-shirt and reading development literature.  Each participant will sign a: “Congratulations on Your New 
Baby” card to enclose in the kit.  Thank you to the White Pigeon Interact Club for contributing $50 to this literacy project.  
We have inspirational speakers scheduled, and Three Men and a Tenor for entertainment.  As a bonus, the World Expo of Beer 
will be taking place.  You won’t want to miss District Conference in Frankenmuth!  It will be a great time to share stories of 
how we Make Dreams Real!  Register at www.district6360.com now! 

 

UPCOMING DATES . . . 
 May 15-17, 2009, Friday-Sunday, District Conference, Frankenmuth, MI 
 July 14, 2009, Tuesday, 5:30 – 8:00 p.m., Club Officer Training - Lakeview Middle 

School, Battle Creeek 
 March 18-20, 2010 –PETS, MANDATORY FOR PEs – Radisson, Kalamazoo 

 
DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES FOR THE  NEWSLETTER  IS THE 25TH  OF EACH MONTH.   
 
DISTRICT OFFICE INFORMATION:  
LINDA FOSTER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT ROTARY DISTRICT 6360 AND EDITOR 
316 BEECH STREET 
CHARLOTTE, MI 48813-1006; 517-543-7929; FAX:  517-543-3041; district6360@cablespeed.com  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rotary District 6360 
316 Beech Street 
Charlotte, MI 48813-1006 
www.district6360.com  
 

 
District Conference May 15-17, 2009 
Frankenmuth, MI 
REGISTER NOW! 
www.district6360.com   

http://www.district6360.com/
mailto:district6360@cablespeed.com
http://www.district6360.com/
http://www.district6360.com/
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