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NOVEMBER IS FOUNDATION MONTH 
 
November is the Rotary Foundation month and I wish to thank our generous Rotarians that have 
already given to the Rotary Foundation (TRF) and encourage those that have not given this 
2006-7 Rotary year to a consider giving to TRF.   These funds help our communities as well as 
many international programs and TRF needs your support.  Also keep in mind that our District 
receives half of your Rotary Foundation gift that is earmarked for the SHARE program. 

 
I also should emphasize that if you send a check, be certain it is written to the Rotary 
Foundation.   Do not write your Rotary Foundation charitable gift check to your club, but write 
it to the Rotary Foundation.  The IRS is now requiring written proof that any charitable 
contribution check be written to a federally recognized non-profit charity if you wish to use such 
as a charitable tax deduction.   If you have any questions concerning this issue, please discuss 
this with your tax preparer or CPA as I personally do not want any of our Rotarians to be 
surprised by this issue if they are audited by the IRS. 

 
Thanks for all you do for Rotary in your community and worldwide 

 
 

NOMINATE A DISTRICT GOVERNOR CANDIDATE – 
Each club is invited and encouraged to submit suggestions for Governor Nominee for the fiscal year 
July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010.  Get those in to the District Office or to Chairman, Bill Menser, PDG, 
9777 Beechnut St., Bridgman, MI 49106 no later than December 1, 2006, preferably sooner.  
Suggestions need to be in the form of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the club and 
certified by the club secretary.  Interviews will take place December 5th. 

Call for Applications  

The Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies (RPCS) Program announces a call for applications for the July 2007 
program session.  The deadline for district-endorsed applications to be submitted to The Rotary Foundation for 
this session is 1 December 2006. For More Information  
Please contact Jenn Weidman, Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies Program Specialist, at 
jennifer.weidman@rotary.org or 847-866-3374 with any questions or for more information.  Program materials 
and participant profiles are available on our webpage at 
http://www.rotary.org/foundation/educational/rpcsp/index.html. 

GREETINGS FROM YOUR GOVERNOR 
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 DG Jay Larson 

 The Rotary Foundation Blane Immunization Grants will be coming to an end soon. All 
American Rotary Clubs have the opportunity to apply for a grant relative to immunization 
efforts in THEIR LOCAL COMMUNITIES. How many times do we hear the clubs complain 
that their contributions cannot be used locally? Here is a wonderful opportunity, but time is 
running short. 

Applications will be accepted at The Rotary Foundation through December 31, 2006 and 
grant applications will be approved through March 31, 2007. Final Reports are due by 
December 31, 2007. It is a clear and concise application and TRF has been approving the 
grants rather quickly. As is the case with all TRF Grants, it is imperative that all questions on 
the application are completed. The maximum amount is $1,000 and each club is eligible for 
[only] one grant. For more information on the Blane Immunization Grant and applications, go 
to www.rotary.org and click on The Rotary Foundation (near the top). Then click on 
Humanitarian programs (on the left).  



 

 
 
 
PDG DON HUMPHREYS UPDATE . . . 
  
Hi All, 
  
Not such good news today.  Surgery will take place again tomorrow afternoon (Oct. 31) as soon as the Doctor can 
get him in. He thinks about 2 p.m. He went in on Saturday because his blood sugar was 487. He has been in a lot of 
pain with his foot. His foot was all blue/gray on the bottom on Saturday and by today his remaining toes and foot to 
the instep were all black. A lot of the bottom of his foot was grayish blue on Saturday, so this is quite a drastic 
change from then.  The Dr. said this was very serious and he would have to do surgery immediately. He does not 
know whether it will be part of the foot, to the heel, to the ankle or up to knee as he did to his left leg. He is in 
Borgess Hospital.  
  
Will let you all know when there is any more news.”  
  
Dorothy   

 
 

Rotary Clubs in Jackson, Michigan 
recently celebrated Literacy Day by 
funding a new library for the Lingap Center Orphanage in Toledo City, Cebu, 
Philippines.  The Rotary Club of Jackson, Jackson Breakfast Rotary and 
Michigan Center Rotary Clubs provided the funding to the Lingap Foundation, a 
non-profit group started by Jackson Rotarian, John Drake, in response to his 
witness of the conditions of orphans in Toledo City.  The center was built and is 
currently operated by the foundation.  “We were amazed when we heard this 
new facility had a library with no books,” Dan Zimolzak, President of The 
Rotary Club of Jackson said.  “This project tied in perfectly with Rotary 
International President Bill Boyd’s focus on literacy and continued our 
involvement with the foundation and center.” Dave Lawrence, President of the Jackson Breakfast Club said, “The Jackson 
Rotary clubs saw the obvious need at the Lingap orphanage, and we wanted to do all we could to help.  It's a small contribution, 
but we hope it will make a modest improvement in the lives of those kids." 
 

 
Previously, The Rotary Club of Jackson, 
Jackson Breakfast and Ann Arbor Rotary 
Clubs partnered with the Toledo City 
West, Cebu, Philippines Rotary Club to 
write a matching grant to furnish the 
center. 
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School Photo makes cover of RI DSG Brochure! 
 
This is the school for the undocumented children that is supported by Bob Hildreth 
and the Rotary Club of Puerto Plata in the Dominican Republic.  Our 3 Rotary 
clubs (Lakeshore, Benton Harbor---Sunrise, and the Rotary Club 
of St. Joseph---Benton Harbor) furnished funds to buy concrete to pave 
the street to the school.  Joe DeVoir, our D6360 Ambassadorial Scholar, stayed 
with Sondra and her neighbors while he and two friends, who went there to see 
the BioSand Filter project, rehabbed about 8 houses with about $800.00 donated 
by the 3 clubs and personal and business donations.  The houses that they 
worked on were in the barrio by the school.  We have also taken donated school 
supplies to Sondra on two occasions.  It really brings it home how much can be done with just a few $$$ properly 
placed.  [Photo was taken by Liz Allen.] 
  

 
Report from Joe DeVoir 
 
I have been in the United Kingdom for two weeks now, but today my new life officially began. My classes promise to be as 
challenging as they are interesting, but I know I will be up to the task thanks to the wonderful facilities of Bath and the close 
attention I will be receiving from the staff. There are 12 students in my program overseen by 20 professors.   
 
The campus is beautiful and located on top of the Bathwick Hill overlooking the historic city of Bath. On my way to class I feel 
like a character from the Canterbury Tales. My dormitory is also very nice. It is cozy of course, but who needs space when you 
can only bring forty pounds of luggage with you anyway? 
 
The Rotary liaison has taken wonderful care of me, and I have attended a district council meeting. Soon I will be giving 
presentations throughout the region, and have been invited to meet the mayor of Bath in October, which is an honor I will 
certainly share with you thru photos.   
 
I have been receiving the eWheel over here, so even though I have not been with you physically, I'm with you in spirit. Keep up 
all of your good work, and I will keep my nose in the books.   
 Your Ambassadorial Scholar, 
 Joseph DeVoir 

 
 
 

SPEAKERS 
Has your club heard a BioSand Filter presentation yet?  For further information, contact: 

Charles Jespersen, 269-449-4868  czj1270@sbcglobal.net 
Foundation – Manya Otis, 517-782-0041, manyaotis@sbcglobal.net  
Membership – PDG Gil O’Rourke, 517-784-6979, jgilor@comcast.net  
Polio Imunization in Africa – DGE Dick Sammis, 269-757-4619, dsammis@parrett.net  
 
Has your club heard a particularly good speaker lately?  Let us know about it, so that other clubs might be able to use him/her. 
 

 
 
 

REGISTER FOR THE RI CONVENTION NOW! 
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         Jay’s Club Visits: 

 
            

 
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER, 2006 ATTENDANCE 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                 
           DG Jay Visits Eaton Rapids 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
November is Rotary Foundation Month 
 
Promote programs of the Rotary Foundations and  
challenge your members to reach Paul Harris or  
multiple Paul Harris recognition.  Contact PDG Bill 
 Dimond for more information.  269-375-1504, 
 bill3217@aol.com  

 
Club Alert Reminder: 

 Nominations for club officers and board 
       members should be done in November 

 Elections should take place in December 
 Results are due to RI and the District Office 

        no later than DECEMBER 31, 2006!  Please 
        include  names and contact information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
          

 
 

 
 
 

Nov. 3 Otsego Fri. 7:30  - 8:30 a.m. 
Nov. 6 Battle Creek Mon. 12 – 1:00 
Nov. 7 Jonesville Tues. 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
Nov. 8 White Pigeon Wed. 12 – 1:00 
Nov. 13 Sturgis Mon. 11:45 – 1:00 
Nov. 14 St. Johns Tues. 12 – 1:00 
Nov. 15 South Lansing – Holt Wed. 12 – l:00 
Nov. 16 Coldwater Township Thurs. 7:00 – 8:15 a.m. 
Nov. 16 Paw Paw Area Thurs. 12 – 1:00 
Nov. 28 Coldwater Noon Tues. 12 – 1:00 
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The Portage AM Rotary Club recently held its final fresh-
produce giveaway of the season at the Portage Community 
Outreach Center.  Throughout the summer and early fall, 
the club purchases fresh produce from the Centre Street 
Market, which makes its own contribution by giving 
additional produce, and then members work in shifts 
during the day to help hand out the produce at the PCOC 
food-distribution day.  Helping out are Rotarians, from left, 
Nicolette Sosullski, Chad Schuring and Marlene Camacho-
Ochoa. 
 
Photo courtesy of Tom Vance 

 
BioSand Safe Water Filter Site Visit Planned 

 
Have you ever wondered what the conditions are like in the Dominican Republic where we are providing BioSand Filters to 
improve the health of children and families? 
Join Rotarians from D6360 and D6290 in February 9-16, 2007 as they travel to Puerto Plata and other cities in the DR and visit 
the filter micro-businesses, installations, Rotary projects, and Rotary clubs. 
One feature will be a “project fair” which will showcase Rotary projects in the DR and provide opportunities to partner with 
these clubs from D4060 in providing Dominicans with better living conditions, including educational and medical projects. 

For further information, contact: 
Charles Jespersen 

269-449-4868 
          czj1270@sbcglobal.net 

 
Consider Making A Year End Gift! 
Are you looking for a great dividend this year?  Make a gift of appreciated securities – common stock, bonds or 
mutual funds – to The Rotary Foundation before year end and send a message of international hope.  You may 
realize significant savings while serving others at the same time.   By transferring securities to The Rotary 
Foundation, you avoid paying capital gains taxes on the appreciated value of your gift! 

Good Tax News You Can Use! 
Under the new Pension Protection Act, individual donors who are 70 ½ at the time of the gift may donate from 
$100 to $100,000 this year (and next) from their Individual Retirement Account directly to The Rotary Foundation 
without increasing federal gross income for this tax year.  It is a great way to become a Paul Harris Society 
member or make the gift of a lifetime in your lifetime.  
Please note that contributions must be outright to the Foundation without any benefit to the donor.  IRA gifts 
cannot be used to fund charitable gift annuities, charitable remainder trusts, donor advised funds or the pooled 
income fund.   
The IRA assets must be transferred directly to the Foundation or it is recognized by the IRS as income.  Please 
contact your IRA administrator and the Foundation to assist with the process of transferring the desired 
percentage or amount of the IRA.   
Other IRA Options to Consider  
This is a great time to ensure that valid beneficiary designations are on file for your IRA.  If you have not already 
notified the Foundation that it is a beneficiary of your IRA, then you could become a Rotary Foundation Benefactor 
or Bequest Society member today!        
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Effective 1 October 2006, lockbox addresses are changing for Rotary International and The 
Rotary Foundation.  

For Rotarians and clubs that remit payments and contributions to the US:  

Send membership dues and payments to Rotary International:  
Rotary International  
14255 Collections Center Drive  
Chicago, IL 60693  

Send contributions to The Rotary Foundation:  
The Rotary Foundation  
14280 Collections Center Drive  
Chicago, IL 60693  

Club Presidents and Secretaries: Did You Know….? 
                      Information Resources for New Club Officers 

 
Did you know that the Club and District Support (CDS) staff at Rotary International serves as your primary contact 
at the RI Headquarters?   They are ready to answer almost any question you may have about Rotary, and can 
provide you with advice on such topics as club elections, constitutional matters, club traditions and customs, club 
operations, and RI Board policy.   
 
Do you know who your CDS representative is?  Your representative can be found on the web at: 
http://www.rotary.org/support/CDAreps/index.html.   
 
Have you seen some of our web resources that will make it easier for you to administer your club?   
 
• Helpful resources have been designed specifically for club presidents and secretaries. A copy is attached, and it 

can also be found on the Rotary web site at: 
http://www.rotary.org/newsroom/downloadcenter/pdfs/club_pres_sec_resources.pdf.  

 
• Learn how you can make changes to your club’s membership records, reference various Rotary Foundation 

reports, pay your club's dues online, and report next year's club officers using Member Access.  Full instructions 
and helpful suggestions can be found on the web at: https://riweb.rotaryintl.org/faq.asp.   

 
• You can find a selection of important club administration publications, including audiovisual programs, club 

software, forms and supplies on the web at: http://shop.rotary.org/catalog/default.php?cPath=37 
 
• The Club President's Checklist is a month-to-month calendar, for the club president and president-elect, with 

reminders about important club and district functions, as well as RI and Rotary Foundation program due dates.  
Find it at http://www.rotary.org/newsroom/downloadcenter/pdfs/pres_checklist.pdf. 

 
• The Club Leadership Plan is a great new way to invigorate stagnant clubs. It is based on the best practices of 

effective Rotary clubs.  You can find this plan on the web at: http://www.rotary.org/support/club/clubplan.html  
 
• Important information for Rotary clubs located in the USA is attached.  It provides basic information regarding 

your club’s tax status and mandatory yearly reports to the I.R.S.  You can find additional copies on the web at: 
http://www.rotary.org/newsroom/downloadcenter/pdfs/info_paper_clubs_irs.pdf.  

 
The RI Secretariat staff looks forward to working with you and supporting your club’s service efforts in the year 
ahead.  Be sure to contact your CDS representative whenever you may need help from RI Headquarters! 
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6360 Youth Exchange Student News  
 

 
COMMITTEE NEWS 

 
Members of the District 6360 Youth Exchange committee 
recently spent a weekend with 75 other Rotarians in Covington, Ky.  Participants 
shared ideas and discussed the Youth Exchange program, issues and proposed 
changes.  The Fall Conference also gave newcomers an intense review of the 
process behind RI certification and a look at what lies ahead.  District 8380 
committee members attending are (from left to right):  Dan Zimolzak, General 
Chair, Jackson,  Sara LeClaire, Outbound Chair, East Lansing, Marlene 
Comacho-Ochoa, Central Region Director, Portage AM, Marilu Franks, 

Compliance/Training Administrator, Dowagiac. 
 
 

Is Your Club Pregnant? 
 
 
Currently, 3 clubs are “expecting” exchange students for the 2007-08 year.  Those clubs are Oshtemo, Mason and 
St. Johns.  Jackson is trying to become pregnant next year, after having twins this current year.  And St. Joseph/Benton Harbor 
has expressed in interest in becoming “parents” as well.  Portage AM has also expressed an interest in having a student with a 
“surrogate parent” club. 
 
With DGE Dick Sammis’ emphasis on youth and the Rotary Youth Exchange program, the district 
is hoping to place 10 international students for the 2007-08 year.  Now is the time to start planning 
on the new “addition” to your Rotary club family.  August 2007 is only 9 months away!  Has your 
club ever considered hosting an Exchange student?   
 
(Right) Portage AM club members listen to a Rotary Youth Exchange program at a recent club 
meeting.  After the meeting, club members discussed partnering with another area club to co-host a 
student 
 
 

STUDENT ACTIVITIES 
 

Students enjoyed a weekend together in St. Joseph, Michigan and were hosted by DGE Dick 
Sammis.  The students visited a Haunted House in Niles, Michigan and toured the downtown St. 
Joseph area.  Pictured (Front row, kneeling, Karoline Bernardo de Souza, Brazil, Jackson Noon, 
middle, left-right, Olexiy Onufrak, Ukraine, Mason, Pimlada Chalermpanit, Thailand, Kalamazoo, 
Sarka Konecna, Slovakia, St. Johns, Katrina Ong, Philippines, Jackson Noon, Mario Rodriguez 
Vazquez, Mexico, Lakeshore, and, back row, DGE Dick Sammis, Lakeshore.  Currently Vazquez 
is being hosted by DGE Sammis. 

 
 
Youth Exchange students helped the Michigan Center/Jackson County East 
Rotary Club with the club’s annual Halloween Party project.  Students helped with 
set-up, manning game stations during the event and post-event clean-up, too.  The 
students are always eager to get together and learn about the projects of Rotary clubs 
in the district.   
 

Pictured are (left), “convicted” Rotarian Lee Hudson leads the students in a costume 
parade, while judges awarded prizes for best costumes.   
Center Bottom, PDG Bob Henning gats a few laughs and scares during the day.  Right, District 6360 
students take a moment from the event to pose for a team photo.  It was rumored that “Mr. Pumpkin” was 
District Youth Exchange Chair Dan Zimolzak. Students from the district enjoyed helping the club with the 
project and hope to be able to help 
other clubs with their projects, too. 
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 
 

 
Franziska Oberstaller is a great addition to Rotary District 6360’s Youth Exchange program.  From 
District 1840 in the state of Bavaria in Germany, Franziska is sponsored by the Lansing Rotary 
Club.  She enjoys playing the guitar, singing in the choir and reading books.  In her spare time, she 
also enjoys swimming, skiing and bike riding.  Currently hosted by Lansing Rotarian 
Rachelle Neal, and attending East Lansing High School, Franziska participates in the area 
dance troupe.  As an exchange student, Franziska hopes to show “her personality and 

character to the people [whom] I’ll meet abroad.  I will also show them how people live in Germany.  When I’m 
back, I would show the people in Germany my opportunities [during] the year abroad.”  That personality shows 
through with her warm and ever-present smile.  In fact, it was reported that Franziska even smiles in her sleep.  Franziska will 
celebrate her 17th birthday on November 19. 
 
 
 
Sarka Konecna, who recently celebrated her 17th birthday on September 20, comes to the district from 
Kosice Slovakia, located in Rotary District 2240.  Sarka is no stranger to international student activities, 
as her mother, is the director of a youth hostel in her country.  President of her class for 3 years, Sarka 

loves playing sports, especially snowboarding, volleyball, cycling, roller skating, 
swimming and horseback riding and reading books.  Before her father passed away, he 
shared his love for music by teaching her to play guitar.  Sarka hopes to use her 
exchange experience to study “international trade management, since I intend to set up my own private 

business dealing with international trade.”  Her experience as an international exchange student certainly has her started toward 
achieving that goal.  The St. Johns Rotary Club decided to host Sarka after seeing a presentation about the Youth Exchange 
program at a club meeting last year.  Sarka is being hosted by non-Rotarians Doug and Rene Beaufore and is attending St, 
Johns High School. 

ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE 
Promoting Peace & Understanding 

 
In Case You’re Wondering … 
 
District 6360 has made the preliminary Inbound Student requests for the 2007-08 school year: 
 

Argentina – Female Germany - Male 
Austria – Male  Japan - Male 
Brazil – Female  Poland - Female 
Finland – Female  South Korea - Male 
France – Female  Switzerland – Female 
 

(If your club is interested in any of these students, call to place a “hold” on their application.) 
 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 
10/1-11/30 Clubs recruit students interested in studying abroad for the Summer 2006 or school year 2006-07 
 
11/17-19 Students meet for activities, including the Silver Bells celebration in Lansing, Michigan, hosted by The 

Lansing Rotary Club. 
 
11/18 Outbound student interviews, for those students interested in an exchange for the 07-08 year. 
 
1/05/07 Outbound students are notified of country in which they are placed 
 
1/20/07 Students attend North American Auto Show in Detroit, Michigan.  Hosted by The Rotary Club of Jackson 
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Photos by Steve Musselman, Public Relations Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your District Leadership Team meets regularly to try to inform and coordinate efforts to bring you 
information, guidance and assistance.   The above photos were taken at the October 28, 2006 
meeting held in Marshall. 
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UPCOMING DATES . . . 

 
 

> March 22-24, 2007, PETS [Mandatory for PE’s] 
> May 4-5, 2007, Friday & Saturday, District Conference, Radisson Hotel, Kalamazoo 
> June 17-20, 2007, RI Convention, Salt Lake City, Utah, “Rocky Mountain Rendezvous” 

 
 
DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES FOR THE  NEWSLETTER  IS THE 25TH  OF EACH MONTH.   
 
DISTRICT OFFICE INFORMATION:  
LINDA FOSTER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT ROTARY DISTRICT 6360 AND EDITOR 
316 BEECH STREET 
CHARLOTTE, MI 48813-1006; 517-543-7929; FAX:  517-543-3041; district6360@cablespeed.com  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Rotary District 6360 
316 Beech Street 
Charlotte, MI 48813-1006 
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